
 

 

BBQs in Multiple Family Dwellings 
 

 

Aurora Fire Rescue has adopted the International Fire Code, 2015 Edition, which states, 

 
308.1.4 Open-flame cooking devices. Charcoal burners and other open-flame cooking devices shall not 
be operated on combustible balconies or within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction. 
Exceptions: 
1. One- and two-family dwellings. 
2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an automatic sprinkler system. 
3. LP-gas cooking devices having LP-gas container with a water capacity not greater than 21/2 pounds 
[nominal 1 pound (0.454 kg) LP-gas capacity]. 
 

 

A dwelling unit is a single unit providing complete independent living facilities for one or more 

persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. 

 

 

A dwelling is defined as a building that contains one or two dwelling units used, intended, or 

designed to be built, used, rented, leased, let or hired out to be occupied, or that are occupied for 

living purposes. 

 

 

The meaning of this section is that all barbecue cooking devices (except those operated with a 

one-pound propane cylinder) are prohibited on or within multiple family dwellings.  A multiple 

family dwelling is defined as a building having more than two dwelling units.  For example, a 

“duplex” structure with two attached dwelling units is considered a single family dwelling; 

however three or more attached dwelling units are considered multiple family dwellings.   

 

Additional pertinent information and definitions follow: 

 
 

OPEN BURNING. The burning of materials wherein products of combustion are emitted directly into the 
ambient air without passing through a stack or chimney from an enclosed chamber. Open burning does 
not include road flares, smudgepots and similar devices associated with safety or occupational uses 
typically considered open flames, recreational fires or use of portable outdoor fireplaces. For the purpose 
of this definition, a chamber shall be regarded as enclosed when, during the time combustion occurs, only 
apertures, ducts, stacks, flues or chimneys necessary to provide combustion air and permit the escape of 
exhaust gas are open. 
307.4 Location. The location for open burning shall be not less than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from any 
structure, and provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from spreading to within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of 
any structure. 
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RECREATIONAL FIRE. An outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the fuel being burned 
is not contained in an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, portable outdoor fireplace, barbeque grill or barbeque 
pit and has a total fuel area of 3 feet (914 mm) or less in diameter and 2 feet (610 mm) or less in height 
for pleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, warmth or similar purposes. 
 
PORTABLE OUTDOOR FIREPLACE. A portable, outdoor, solid-fuel-burning fireplace that may be 
constructed of steel, concrete, clay or other noncombustible material. A portable outdoor fireplace may be 
open in design, or may be equipped with a small hearth opening and a short chimney or chimney opening 
in the top. 

 
307.4.2 Recreational fires. Recreational fires shall not be conducted within 25 feet (7620 mm) of a 
structure or combustible material. Conditions that could cause a fire to spread within 25 feet (7620 mm) of 
a structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 
307.4.3 Portable outdoor fireplaces. Portable outdoor fireplaces shall be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions and shall not be operated within 15 feet (3048 mm) of a structure or 
combustible material. 
Exception: Portable outdoor fireplaces used at one and two-family dwellings. 
307.5 Attendance. Open burning, bonfires, recreational fires and use of portable outdoor fireplaces shall 
be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished. A minimum of one portable fire extinguisher 
complying with Section 906 with a minimum 4-A rating or other approved on-site fire-extinguishing 
equipment, such as dirt, sand, water barrel, garden hose or water truck, shall be available for immediate 
utilization. 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Aurora Fire Rescue Inspections Bureau 

at 303.326.8999. 


